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Abstract

Does legalizing prostitution increase life expectancy and decrease sexual violence? In order to answer this question I estimate the impact of legalizing prostitution on life expectancy using a panel data set covering 166 countries from 1995 to 2009. I also prepare a case study of Denmark, Germany, the Netherlands, Norway, and Sweden in order to investigate the effect of legalization on sexual violence. I employ a number of panel data techniques, from the instrumental variable analysis to the synthetic control method. The empirical analysis shows that legalizing prostitution increases life expectancy and decreases the number of reported rape offenses after accounting for other factors. The paper innovates by collecting and aggregating the data on sexual violence in the five countries and studying the link between legalizing prostitution and life expectancy.

